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HOUSE BI LL 2737

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Anderson, Haler, Hurst, WIIlianms, and Hankins

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to nuclear energy; creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) The joint legislative task force on
nucl ear energy is established, with nine nmenbers as provided in this
subsecti on:

(i) The majority | eader of the senate shall appoint one nmenber from
each of the two | argest caucuses of the senate;

(11) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two [largest caucuses of the house of
representatives; and

(tit) The governor shall appoint five nmenbers, i ncl udi ng
representatives fromthe executive branch and the nuclear industry.

(b) The majority |eader of the senate and the speaker of the house
of representatives jointly shall appoint the cochairs of the task force
from anong the legislative nmenbers of the task force. The cochairs
shall convene the initial neeting of the task force. A steering
commttee consisting of the legislative nmenbers of the task force shall
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advi se the cochairs on the neetings and other activities of the task
force.

(2) The task force shall study the feasibility of pursuing
addi ti onal nucl ear-generated power in Wshington including, but not
limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) An exam nation of advanced nucl ear power reactors including,
but not limted to, generations Il and IV nucl ear technol ogi es;

(b) A review of the advanced nuclear technologies that are in
operation in other countries;

(c) An examnation of the nmethods by which spent fuel may be
recycl ed, converted, or disposed of;

(d) A review of the safety issues associated with operating and
mai nt ai ni ng advanced nucl ear power reactors;

(e) The estinmated cost per kilowatt hour of nuclear energy
generated by an advanced nucl ear power reactor as conpared to other
energy resources, such as wind, solar, hydroelectric, and coal;

(f) An examnation of the Ilicensing, permtting, or other
regul atory costs associated with constructing an advanced nucl ear power
reactor in the state; and

(g) A review of potential federal tax incentives that may be
avail able to support advanced nuclear power reactor projects in the
state.

(3) Staff support for the task force will be provided by senate
comm ttee services and the house of representatives office of program
research. The task force may hire additional staff wth specific
techni cal expertise if such expertise is necessary to carry out the
mandates of this study, and only if an appropriation is specifically
provi ded for this purpose.

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force nust be paid jointly by the
senate and house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.
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(6) The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to
the |l egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.
(7) This section expires July 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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